
 

Hosea 1:1-11 
 

ICE BREAKER 
Remember a time in your life when you or your child had a bad splinter. As a parent there are 
times you can’t get the splinter out because your child pulls away again and again in fear. As a 
parent you know it must be removed--it is clearly best for your child.  So, in love you try again 
and again to calm the child and to persuade the child to cooperate for his own good. It can take 
hours or days. 
Have some fun and share some stories about how you acted as a child or how you tried to 
accomplish this goal as a parent. 
Talk about the resistance you faced or the resistance you recall giving your parents as a child. 
What belief or emotion was fueling the resistance? 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. One of the main thrusts of the prophets is: “COME BACK!” 

Whether it is money, fame, power, sex or something else we chase after, God is calling 
to us to “come back”. Come back from idolatry and unfaithfulness. 
The hard and necessary work is to figure out daily what idolatry is in my life. We must be 
very specific. In a family each person has an area of sin, a style of relating that is broken 
and harms others. The others in the family can name the sin easily for each person.  
This is the sliver!  
We can be fairly nice for a while but with the people closest to us the sliver is evident. 
This is what God wants to extract. Yet we can’t imagine losing the sliver. This is the 
power of sin. It makes us irrational beyond belief. We will give God all but the sliver. 
“God, you can’t get near my sliver...don’t touch it.” Hosea the prophet says: give God 
that sliver because it is poisoning you. Resentment is one example of a sliver. Can we 
give it to him? He won't come and take it out unless we ask. Question: What do you 
need to let go of to come back to Jesus? What is your sliver? What have you held back 



and not fully presenting to the Lord? Where have you not fully trusted Him? Talk about 
the tug of war you have with Jesus in this area. 

2. Prayerfully reflect on that sliver, that style of relating that your family recognizes. Ask the 
Spirit to help you to discern what you are grasping for as you relate in this manner. Ask 
Him to help you discern what you may be trying to protect. Share with the group anything 
the Lord brings to mind. (Note: it is important to discern what you are actually “doing” 
with Jesus in the middle of this--is He ignored, pushed aside etc). 

3. How open or closed are you to feedback? Sit with your heart and be curious. What 
are you defending? Does feedback tend to “name you” or shame you or define 
you? Does feedback threaten your superiority or your desire to be right or 
perfect?  
Please remember that “in Christ” the deepest thing about you is your redeemed 
heart. This is the core of who you are(sin is not the core). Because you are “IN 
Christ” this is how the Father views you. The more deeply we embrace this the 
more open we can be to feedback. Being closed to feedback is part of the sliver 
and this will dull our union with Christ. 

4.  In Hosea 1:8-10 God is both owning and disowning His own people. It is confusing 
because it is not one or the other. “This is the tension of the divine pathos”. This is 
powerful and it is great news for all of us! The divine pathos is the news that ushers in 
the game changer of all game changers! Because of our sin and God’s perfect holiness 
we cannot be in His presence.  
He must disown us because we are an abomination to HIm. Yet He loves us and 
will go to any length to make a way for us to come back to Him.  
The book of Hosea draws out the tension between God’s hatred of sin and His deep love 
for each of us. 
This tension of God can only be resolved one way: a sacrifice. Spend some time 
discussing this truth. Just hang out together and talk about what this stirs in you. 
Remember the security of God’s love: “Being loved by a love I did not earn and therefore 
I can never lose.” Group leaders: consider asking a couple people to express gratitude 
to God on the heels of your small groups’ conversation. 
 

NOTES AND QUOTES 
Each king of Israel has to decide: “Will I trust God or will I make deals with the surrounding 
kings?” 
Hosea is told to have his life embody his prophetic message through the act of being married to 
a prostitute. 
The book of Hosea is placed first to frame or to give us a way to think through all the books of 
the prophets. 
 



Typology: a prophet uses types. One example is the tabernacle and the ark of the covenant.  To 
enter the holy of holies reverses the journey of Adam and Eve getting kicked out of the garden 
in the book of Genesis.. 
These types are intended to deepen the story within us. 
 
There are three major themes in the prophetic books:  

1. Idolatry--choosing a false god. Each time we sin we are choosing a false god. 
2. Injustice. When we sin we tear down justice and we create injustice.  
3. The phrase: “Day of the Lord”. This is both a judgment and a hope. It is judgement for 

those who reject the Lord. For those who come to Christ in faith the day of the Lord is a 
great day. 

Repeated imagery is woven through the books of the prophets: prostitution, faithful/unfaithful 
spouses, forms of devastation, and forms of blessing. 
 
Prostituion is to sell ourselves to other people who are not our spouse. We can be bought for 
pleasure. When we are idolatrous we are like an unfaithful spouse. 
 
Hosea’s name is a variation of Joshua. Joshua and Hosea are types. Their names are 
variations of the name Jesus. Hosea prefigures what Christ is going to do.  
All the power and weight of all the judgments in the prophets is laid on Christ.  
The phrase, “cakes of raisins”, symbolizes anything we turn to or delight in in place of God. In 
essence we declare God is really not that satisfying whenever we do this.  
It is like a sliver. Gomer, the prostitute, thinks she gets something from her false lovers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


