
 
 
John 13:12-17 
 

ICE BREAKER 

When thinking of your own discipleship did you come to Christ to be saved and to live 
eternally? Or, did you come to Christ in order to be like Jesus? If we do the second we 
get the first along with it. 
Another way to ask the same question is to ask if you tend to focus on your discipleship 
for the next life or for this life? 
Jesus has a vision for each of us as HIs disciples in this life  as we see in Matthew 28 
when he commands us to go and make disciples. 
The mission statement from Matt 28:19-20 is: “Always making disciples.” Jesus says, “All 
authority has been given to Me, therefore go and make disciples…teaching all that I 
commanded you.” 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
How are you being discipled? We need to be able to clearly communicate and 
understand and implement what this means. If we do not have a discipleship plan our 
spiritual growth will suffer. When thinking about our discipleship think about these 
categories: who, what, when, where and why.   
Who is discipling me. Ultimately, it is Chist, but, who in human form am I learning from, 
guided by and accountable to?  
What. What material am I using to be discipled? What content am I working through? 
When  am I being discipled? Sunday worship cannot be the sum total of our discipleship. 
Where  am I doing this?  
Why  am I doing this? Does my faith mean something now or am I saved solely so that I 
will enter heaven?  



1. Identify the who, what, when, where, and why of your discipleship as described in 
question #1 above. Be specific; write it down.   
2. If there are any blanks(or weak spots) in your discipleship fill them in this week. It may 
mean calling someone to mentor you. It may be joining men’s or women’s ministry or 
joining a small group. Make that move of deepening your relationship with Christ and 
solidifying each cylinder of your discipleship engine. Group leaders: please consider 
having each group member write out their discipleship plan during the small group 
meeting time. Also, consider reviewing each plan and giving assignments to solidify 
individual plans for the next small group meeting as a way to increase accountability in 
this vital area.  
 

NOTES AND QUOTES 
John 13:13-14  “You call me teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your 
Lord and Teacher have washed your feet you also ought to wash one another’s feet.” 
This verse clearly shows us that Jesus’ life has a two fold purpose: He came to die on the 
cross to forgive our sins but he also modeled a life for each of us to follow.  
This then is what a disciple is: one who lives his life following Christ’s model. 
 
What are the traits of a disciple? The answer is revealed in Acts 2:42-47  
6 values of discipleship emerge from this text: worship, learn, relate, serve, give, and 
reach. Think of a 6 cylinder engine. Which cylinder is not important to a smoothly running 
car? The answer is: none of them. 
The church has the FUSE booklet which describes the 6 values of relating. Consider 
reviewing the FUSE booklet as a family. The link can be found here: 
https://magnifychurch.org/fuse-pdf 
1. Worship: celebrate the gospel. The gospel is simply this: Jesus walked among us, lived 
a perfect life, died on the cross for our sin and rose from the dead. The gospel is power. 
This word means dynamite. The gospel takes us from death to life. Only the  gospel has 
the power to change us. 
How do we celebrate the gospel? The answer is the Word, Spirit, and the people of God.  
 
2. Learn : learning to care. The essence of learning is to care about what Jesus cares 
about. It is not about knowledge. Think again of the verse we mentioned earlier:Jesus 
washes our feet and tells us to do likewise. 
Jesus is telling us: watch how I did life; watch how I loved people and then go and do the 
same.  

https://magnifychurch.org/fuse-pdf


Joshua 1:8 “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it.” 
For then you will make your way prosperous and then you will have good success.”  
This way the word of God will infuse all you do. This assures flourishing as a disciple. 
What are we to learn? The answer is a full biblical worldview. The worldview of the Bible 
is creation, fall, redemption, church, and new heaven/new earth. 
 
3. Relate : give life. In our falleness we want power. When we are geared for power we 
are competitors. Giving life is the opposite of grasping for power.  
Rom 12:10 “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing 
honor.” To honor someone you elevate someone above yourself. When I am bitter or I 
gossip I diminish that person. I dehumanize that person. 
 
Small groups are a part of the relating vision. Groups are to create environments where 
we give life to one another. We then emerge from groups and live out redemptive Spirit 
alive relating beyond our group.  
A group is a place to be known, present, and faithful. In Romans 12 Paul says your love is 
to be without masks. We tend to wear a mask and we are worried people will see us for 
who we really are.  
To be known.  Being known and then experiencing deep acceptance is life changing. To 
experience love in the middle of our mess is to taste of Christ Himself through one 
another..  
Present : I honor the others in the group by being fully present. 
Faithful: too often we are used to a culture where we break appointments and we break 
commitments. A community of believers is to be faithful to one another. 
 
4. Serve : others first. You may think you have little to give but God doesn’t care. He longs 
for you to give what you have. In Philippians 2:3-4 God says, “Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more important than yourself…let each of 
you look not only to your own interest but also the interests of others''. One way to think 
about serving is this: inside, outside, upside down . Inside the church our gifts are 
needed. For example working in the nursery. This is vital. Every bit of serving is vital and 
is precious to God and to the church. We also serve outside the church. There are many 
great ministries in our region and around the globe.  
With these two in place we now turn the world upside-down. 
 
5. Give: all I have is God’s. It is easy to think we are self made. We worked hard and we 
did it. This is not reality. Luke 6:38 “Give and it will be given to you. Good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the 



measure you use it will be measured back to you.” This means Jesus wants to give to us. 
Think of ice cream. You select your flavor and an employee scoops it out. At times we 
get a measly scoop. Next to me a person gets a big scoop. It’s packed on the cone and it 
is overflowing. Jesus says: that’s how I do ice cream. This is how I do everything. The 
scoop I use to give to you is the scoop of my own giving.  
The goal of all our giving is intimacy with Jesus. We also give because we want blessing 
on us, our families and our church.  
Do I give like I believe I serve a living God? 
 
6. Reach: sharing the hope of Jesus with people who do not know Christ.  
Matt 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples.” Disciples make disciples. So, I not only ask 
who disciples me but I also ask, “Who am I discipling?”  We pass it on. 
These 6 values are the engine. When we participate in these 6 values it is the engine 
that drives us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


