
 
 

BIG IDEA 
When we believe and embrace God our lives reflect faith, spiritual vision and confidence 
in God.  
I Sam 17:41-49 
 

ICE BREAKER 

One of everyone’s favorite types of stories is a story of someone who is good who then 
faces incredible odds. In our story in I Samuel 17 it seems there is truly no way David will 
prevail against Goliath. The odds are tremendously stacked against him. This is a true 
underdog story. 

1. What’s your favorite underdog story? Lord of the Rings, Star Wars, a sports team 
etc. 

2. Discuss the following question and answer as a group: Why do we love a story like 
this? The answer is because something is deeply woven within us. We know deep 
down the reality that we live in a broken world that we cannot prevail. Our fate 
against the brokenness and the sin of life dooms us all. Yet, deep down we know 
we were meant to prevail and that “Someone” is moving on our behalf. This is 
profound--something so deep is stamped into our being as image bearers. We 
long for so much more. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. When I take stock of the following areas of my life: my worship , my 
relationships , my giving and how I handle the difficulties of life it reveals 
a ton about my life. It reveals whether I depend on myself in daily life or on 
the true God. Sit quietly with the Spirit and ask Him to reveal to you which 
of these areas He wants to talk to you about(God wants to bless you, help 



you and reveal Himself to you. He’s not coming to scold you.). Then share 
with the group both the areas of success in your life and the area where 
you need to grow. Group leaders: consider having each person share one 
of these categories in their life.  

2. As a follow up question to #1 above: ask each person to reflect on the area 
that they fail in the most and ask them to reflect on what it is about God 
that they may be missing. For example, if I get angry at my family frequently 
what does that reveal about how I am grasping instead of trusting God with 
the disappointments or the blocked goals I face with my family? Another 
example would be giving of my resources or my time. What am I missing 
about God that creates this struggle and, conversely, what am I embracing 
well about God when I thrive in these areas? We can learn from one 
another as we share. 

3. Today’s story is about 2 things: 1. “...that all will know there is a God in 
Israel!” and 2. God saves not with sword or spear. So, with these two things 
in mind, God wants us to call on Him when there are huge events and small 
events in our life. God works by His own means not by the powers of this 
world. The events of David and Goliath are channeling us toward this point: 
live as if we truly believe there is a God in Israel--pick up the 5 stones and 
engage while not knowing what the result will be. Is there anything hard 
God is asking you to do? Is there anything you are holding onto that you 
need to let go of?  

4. These two points(from question #3 above) shape our worldview. (see notes 
below for more categories on a godless worldview and a godly one). In 
order to cultivate a worldview and a lifestyle that honors God we must take 
every thought captive. Taking thoughts captive is where the battle lies with 
the 3 areas of worship, relationships and giving . So, regarding worship for 
example, we start taking thoughts captive Saturday night so the Spirit can 
enter my heart on Sunday. If I don’t take thoughts captive I can’t enter. I 
don’t want to arrive at worship critical or “sitting over”. Take the thought 
captive when a relative or family member relates in “that same irritating 
way again”.  Group leaders: consider having someone read II Cor 10:4-5 
then ask the group what negative thoughts or what thoughts of unbelief 
need to be taken captive. Consider praying together for one another at this 
time.  
 

NOTES AND QUOTES 
In  I Samuel 15:24 people are still of primary importance for Saul for the wrong reasons.  



 
In I Samuel 16:7 God tells Samuel that he is not looking at appearance but at the heart. 
We are drawn to strength, power, attractiveness and wealth. God wants someone who 
communes with Him, loves Him and obeys Him. David is an afterthought in human eyes 
but not in God’s eyes. 
 
In I Sam 17:8 Goliath makes his challenge to Israel to send a man to fight him. 
NO ONE was willing to fight him. “...they were dismayed and greatly afraid.”  
 
David eventually stands before king Saul, he rejects Saul’s armor and in verse 40 he 
takes 5 smooth stones and approaches the Philistine. David is going to move. He does 
not know what is going to happen(seen by him taking 5 stones and not just one) but he is 
trusting God anyway. He did not know his first stone would land the fatal blow. 
 
In 17:43 Goliath cursed David by his gods. This is NOT David versus Goliath.  This is God 
Almighty versus the false god of the Philistines. David comes to him, “...in the name of the 
LORD of Hosts…”.  David wants all to know that God is going to win this battle and all 
glory goes to Him alone. This day the LORD will deliver you in my hand, I will strike you 
down...that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.” 17:46 
 
The results of a godless Worldviews versus a God honoring worldview: 
Philistines were living out: presumption, pride and might 
Israelites were living out: fear and envy 
David’s worldview was faith, spiritual vision, and confidence.   
If I live as if there is no god then my tools are: anger, empty words, ambition, spears, 
armor. My words and my style of relating will utilize these weapons. 
 
If I believe there is a God in Israel and that He is my weapon and that He fights with love 
and forgiveness then I will live this out. To live it out we must win the battle for our minds. 
This is where our christianity battle is won or lost.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


