
 
Colossians  3:1-11 
 

BIG IDEA    
Cultivating a biblical view of unity is crucial toward finding solutions regarding racism. 
 

ICE BREAKER  

Col. 3:11 “Here(in Christ) there is no Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Schythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.” 
The deep connection we have is in Christ. Our connection in Christ is deeper than race. 
The deepest connection for us is in Christ. So, we are not to divide ourselves based on 
ethnicity or anything else.. 
Three steps for us to take in regard to racism. 

1. Repent  
2. Lament. After repentance we lament. Christ laments over the brokenness of our 

world. In our lament we make room for others’ grief. We learn to not judge as we 
lament. We are not here to judge the world. Even though we were not living when 
slavery existed in the U.S. we can lament the injustice of it. Lament makes room 
for other people’s stories.  

3. Move: who is in our lives now: our workplace, our neighborhood, our schools that 
we can be Christ to? We can raise their dignity by something as simple as 
kindness toward someone.  

As you reflect on a biblical view of racism share with the group which one of these three 
steps you have made progress in recently. What has helped you to make this progress? 
 

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. What has helped you the most over the years to reduce the idolatry of racism in 
your own life? 

 



2. Alton Hardy explained that racism is a form of idolatry. Racism is putting 
something above God. At core this idolatry of racism says that my ethnicity trumps 
all other ethnicities. I try to affirm my identity based on my color. The remedy for 
this idolatry is to settle deeply into the security and significance that Christ offers 
to us. In other words, because I have all the acceptance, love, and value that I long 
for in Christ I don’t need to live in the smaller story of racism. I don’t have to grasp. 
The more secure I am in Christ the less appealing the pull toward racism(idolatry) 
is. So, the cure for racism is a quenched thirst in Christ. Share with the group your 
thoughts about the connection between idolatry and racism? Does this make 
sense? How can each group member cultivate a deeper settledness in 
Christ(quench our thirsts daily)? 

3. Rather than being angry because of his racial wounds Alton began to see his own 
sin. This is offensive to some(some want the anger from his woundedness to give 
leverage against racism). The core question here is: “Does the gospel really have 
the power to reconcile the Jew and Gentile? Sit with this. Alton used to be 
overwhelmed because he was black. “You don’t love me God because I am 
black”. How can I overcome the racial injustices in my life? For a time he was 
angry and militant. How did God break me from this? The answer is that the 
gospel showed me this: there is “none righteous, no not one.” I ended up begging 
for mercy. Without Jesus’ righteousness no one is righteous. I came out of this 
season loving all...loving my enemies. It’s the process of seeing my own sin that 
brings humility and unity . It is vital for each one of us to sit personally with Jesus 
with this. God is coming ever so deeply to rescue us by enabling us to see 
ourselves. We must be broken over our own sin. Are there any attitudes in your 
life that God is speaking to you about? It could be an attitude toward an ethnic 
group, toward a co worker, toward your church or toward your own spouse. Share 
with the group what God is nudging you to repent of. 
 

NOTES AND QUOTES 

Interview with Alton Hardy part II 
 
Ideas or terms that are red hot in our culture currently: 
1.How do we define racism?  
Racism is a form of idolatry. My racism is my attempt to affirm my identity based on my 
color. It is putting something above God. I am trying to satisfy something in my soul apart 
from Christ. 
 
2.Can racism only happen from a majority group toward a minority group. 



 All humans are equally sinful. Roots of slavery are found in Africa where one tribe would 
dominate another tribe and then present the conquered tribe to the Europeans to be 
sold as slaves. 
If you are black you can be racist. 
 
3. Talk about the term ”Anti Racist” 
Some in our culture say that you can no longer just talk about racism, you must be “anti 
racist”. Altons’ response is to ask, “ Is there such a thing as “anti adultery”?” The thinking 
behind this is that the US was built on white supremacy. This is where knowing history 
will help. Blaming whites for every evil in America is absurd. The thinking that whites are 
evil and can’t even be redeemed is incorrect. 
 
4. Systemic racism 
Alton goes back to scripture to respond to this. The anti racist people would say: “You, a 
white man, are benefitting from systemic racism. You have a 5 line highway of “easy 
street” because of the American system--you have no opposition.  But, if, as a black man, 
I say to God that the white man has a better life because he is white.  Then I, a black 
man, am a victim. You, God, gave me less. This is not true. 
Are there systems of injustice? Yes. A company owner or the president of the United 
States can push racism. Each one can abuse power. To say all whites are benefitting 
from a white system is not accurate in Alton’s viewpoint. Scripture urges us to unity. With 
the view of systemic racism you can never get out of it and settle into unity.  
 
5.“Black lives matter” 
He understands what they are saying by this phrase but the organization is a whole 
different deal from the phrase itself. He does not say the term because he loves Jesus so 
much. He does not like the world telling me to adopt this phrase when God has given me 
Gen 1:26. We are created equal by God and we are made in His image. Man can’t 
improve on that. 
Black lives matter carries a whole bunch of baggage. There is nothing with this 
organization that I can agree with biblically. Let’s stay biblical and not be coerced. 
 
6.Defund the police 
Romans 13 “All authority is instituted by God.” This shows how far we have fallen as a 
country. To actually consider this reveals how far we have fallen. Many black 
communities are pushing back on this. Many black believers are supporting police.  
 
7.“Intersectionality” 



He experienced this in GR when he lived here. This thinking views the white male as at 
the top of the food chain. Our aim is to get rid of the white male. 
Alton is told many times to flip the story. When you talk forgiveness and the cross you 
take the sting off it and you let white people off the hook. He laughs at the thought that 
he can condemn white people. I can’t use my story to show the harshness of systemic 
racism. Christ makes us one and there is no glory in war or “not letting someone off the 
hook”. They want me to hold the guilt over you. So that the person is never able to find 
freedom and forgiveness. I am holding the dagger. It’s dangerous to be held by guilt 
rather than by the gospel. Rather than being angry because of his racial wounds Alton 
began to see his own sin. This is offensive to some. The core question here is: “Does the 
gospel really have the power to reconcile the Jew and Gentile? Sit with this.  
Alton used to be overwhelmed because he was black. You don’t love me, God, because I 
am black. How can I overcome the racial injustices in my life? For a time I was angry and 
militant. How did God break me from this? Answer: the gospel showed me my sin. I 
ended up begging for mercy. Without Jesus’ righteousness no one was righteous.  I 
came out of this season loving all...loving my enemies.  
It’s the process of seeing my own sin that brings humility and unity. 
Wounds about race are below a 5. My divorce and my absentee father are my biggest 
wounds. This is where the most work of forgiveness. Gospel brings restoration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


