
  

Orphan Care Prayer Update  June 2018 
 Please pray for families currently in the process of adopting or foster care: 

(Remember some of these photos and information are private   
and should not be shared with anyone outside of our group…) 

The Carol family:  
Mike, Vanessa, and Jade 
They have finally been 
matched with their little 
sweet She Lin Chun 
( probably Violet 
Linchun) and will be 
traveling to Shanghai to 
meet her and bring her 
into their forever home 
on June 20!! 
 

The Lachejewski family: Chris, Erin, 
Jonathan, David,  and Isaac  
They have been contacted by Isaac’s birth mom 
to come adopt her newest infant due in August, 
and it is a girl!!  1) Please keep them in your 
prayers as there is a specific person involved in 
Marshal Island adoptions through the state of 
Arkansas that has been known to enter into 
unethical practices.  Pray he does not influence 
their birth mom, but also that justice  will 

prevail as soon as possible.  2) Also pray for finances as there have been extra funds expended on the 
recent trip to Arkansas  See fund raising opportunities below 3) Pray for timing of the baby’s birth 
with a full summer by all. 

The Merril family: Drew, Kelsey, Fisher, 
and Hamilton 
The Merril’s plan to adopt from the 
domestic adoption program.  They will be a 
“waiting to be matched” family in just a few 
days and then ???  You can follow their 
story at www.findjoyalways.comThe 

http://www.findjoyalways.com/


Loosenort family: Kurt, Carrie, Judah and 
Kaia,   
Kurt and Carrie are in the home study and 
choosing a country process.  Please pray 
God will direct them to open and honest 
people to assist them in finding their 
predestined child or children ( as they are 
open to sibling group.) 

Families home/final since Adoption Sunday 2017 or prior: 
Please pray for these families as they adjust to the “new” children.  All our children need time to 

transition to their new homes and families.  Some of our children struggle more than others.   

The Blackmore family:  Andy, Leanne, Annalie, 
MacKenzie, Braedon, Sadie and Michael!!  
They traveled in January and Michael is 
adjusting surprisingly well.  Still a lot to learn, 
so please keep praying for patience and 
understanding for all…   

 

The Perrin family : Jake, Sarah, Kylie, Noah, 
Carson and Sanchita Maelle.  Sanchita 
continues to progress.  Jake and Sarah have 
had wonderful counseling and advice.  
Sanchita is sleeping much better now and that 
should make so much difference.  Please 
continue to pray for patience and wisdom. 



The Heyser family: Rex, Michelle, 
Jeste Manie, Jonathan, Emanie, and 
Emmanuella. I  don’t think I  ever 
shared a whole family photo…  
Please pray for Emanie who is 
transitioning to college already. Pray 
for wisdom and patience and good 
support for all!  

Announcements:   

Grafted:  Remember our new name.  Instead of Orphan Care group we are now called 
Grafted.  We also have a blog.  You can go to BHBC website under Missions and then click 
on Grafted.  Please, please subscribe to the blog because we would like to move to using our 
blog site to communicate events, updates, and announcements.   

Facebook:  There will also still be a private Facebook page for posting the prayer page and 
other private updates.  You can sign up for the Facebook page from the blog site. 

 Fund Raiser Opportunities for Lachajewski family:  elachaje@gmail.com 
1.  Microfiber Sheets. We are selling wrinkle-free microfiber sheets that feel as soft as 1800 
thread count Egyptian cotton. 
You can choose from 5 different sizes and 16 colors. Cost is only $35 for all sizes. Need extra 
pillow cases? $10 a set. Let us know size, color, and how many by June 30 and we will 
deliver them by the middle of July .  
Sizes: Twin, Full, Queen, King, California King  
Pillow Sizes: Regular, King  
Colors: Aqua Light Blue, Black, Brown Burgundy, Cream, Dark Cream, Dark Gray, 
Eggplant, Gold, Mint, Navy, Pink, Royal Blue, Sage, Silver, White 

2. Yard Sale. We are also having a yard sale June 22-23. A friend has graciously offered to 
host the sale in Byron Center. Address is 2652 72nd ST SW. We are taking donations of 
things to sell. Anything left will be taken to Goodwill. 

3. Selling Candles & Goat Milk Soap.  I (Erin) started a candle and goat milk soap business 
last year. We are hosting an open house style craft fair in our home on June 30 from 10 am to 
2 pm. Our address is 2211 Kervine NE, Cedar Springs MI 49319. 

Committees:  We have also formed committees.  If you are interested in serving under these 
committees please email me (lesleyzainea@gmail.com), and I  will make sure you are 
connected with the committee leader.   
 Communication:  Blog and Facebook - Leslie Schultz 

https://maps.google.com/?q=2652+72nd+ST+SW&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:gwenvanmanen@hotmail.com


  Secretary: Gwen VanMannen 
 Prayer Updates/ Grafting Prayer:  Lesley Zainea 
 Counseling - Aaron VanMannen 
 Resources:  Books, Blogs  - Jen Seiler 
 Respite - Nicole Huffman, Sarah Perrin, Danni Krooswyk 
 Meals - Sarah Perrin,  
 Jodi Kubizna, Lori Axelson, Jen Seiler 
 Mentor Mom:  Lori Axelson, Becky Cummings,  
 Connection (Researching Adoption/ countries):  Gale and Char Lanning, 
   Perrins - India,  Zaineas, Axelsons and Kubiznas - China,  VanBerkels -  
  Haiti 
 Connecting with Community/ Events:  Gwen VanMannen, Char Lanning, Jodi  
  Kubizna, Seilers,  

Orphan Care Ministry Orphanages: 
Refugee Foster Care:  Per our amazing Sunday night talk 6/10 Contact Ana Jose at 
anajose@bethany.org  at Bethany Christian Services if you are interested…   

Back to Back Ministries in Mexico:( Kevin, Bethany, Kaden, Mackenzie and Hezekiah) 
 I  have not received an update from Bethany yet ( my fault- I  never give her enough 
time to respond and with packing…) , but I  know they are coming home this summer maybe 
indefinitely, so pray for guidance and direction in the future endeavors. 
 
Smiths in Guat: 
 They are packing up to go back to Guatemala 
already!  Here are their family’s requests:   - prepared 
hearts for our return 
- For safety and smooth logistics in travel especially as 
Chad leaves June 19th with our puppy and connecting 
flights in MX City. Our first time ever traveling with a 
pet that we’ve all grown to love. Pray for the rest of us 
as we return July 10 with our luggage.  
- forming the Guatemalan World Orphan’s team and 
culture and relationships with the existing 9 churches 
and potential new ones as Chad is stepping into this 
new leadership role as country director and wisdom in 
hiring two new staff members soon 
- purchasing two new vehicles since we sold ours when leaving last year to buy here in the States  
- kids are starting classes at the nearby missionary school August 15 where they attended five years 

ago. I will be teaching part-time to be involved there and help off-set the costs of five children 
studying. I’m also hoping to be involved in our World Orphan’s weekly devotionals since all of our 
kids will be in school if it works with my class schedule.  

mailto:anajose@bethany.org


- His Home in Haiti from Shari Farrell: 
 We are working with the HIS Home 300 Bike Race send off. June 24 & 25th. I am in 
need of 4 BK approved volunteers who would be willing to spend the night at the NV 
Campus on Sunday evening June 24th. I am also looking for people who would be willing to 
help make breakfast for the bikers and send them off on Monday morning June 25th. Per 
BHBC policy, we need to have 4 BK approved volunteers to stay at the NV campus with the 
bike team overnight. If anyone would be available and willing to help with this, it would be 
amazing.  

HIS Home missions trip this year. We are planning to travel the end of December, or 1st 
week in January 2019. Due to the HIS Home kids attending the French school, we have to 
work around the new school schedule. We are still finalizing dates. We will be running the 
THRIVE Retreats with HIS Home and may be serving with another ministry this year for a 
couple of days. I have 6-7 planning to travel at this time. Thanks for checking in!   

Safe Families for Children:  is a program which provides temporary homes for children while 
parents deal with crisis situations. The goal of the Safe Families for Children Ministry is to 
offer support in a time of need and reunite children with their families in a stronger home 
environment. This temporary care for children in need gives parents time to establish stability 
in their homes, while providing a safe place for their children.  Scott and Julie Kruizenga are 
currently involved in this super program.  You can contact her   (juliekruizenga@gmail.com) 
or Bethany Christian services for more information.  https://www.bethany.org/other-services/
safe-families-for-children Here is a link to a video that gives more information:  https://
www.dropbox.com/s/7c4c2st1ns98elp/Safe%20Families%20Draft%205.mov?dl=0  

mailto:juliekruizenga@gmail.com
https://www.bethany.org/other-services/safe-families-for-children
https://www.bethany.org/other-services/safe-families-for-children
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7c4c2st1ns98elp/Safe%20Families%20Draft%205.mov?dl=0
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